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Hello Friends, 
= here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
y x of Farthing Wood Friends! . 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or to take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only.) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


_ Simply write to the address below stating the number 
of the first part you want and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. You may order as many copies as you like but 
we suggest a minimum of 10 parts. You can calculate 

| the amount to pay by multiplying the cover price by the 
number of parts required: for example 10 parts x £1.20 
will cost £12. Postage and packing are free. 


If you haven't got 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


v2) 
ce 
Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below 
stating which parts you want us to 
send you and enclosing the appropriate 
_ payment. Each part costs £1.20 except part 1, 
_ which costs only 60p. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 

_ Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 

_ Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying by credit card, 

____ be sure to state the cardholder's name, type of card 
_ (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. 

~ You can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


ie WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER 

All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
_ Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex 
oy _TN35 4TJ or telephone 01424 755755. 


q 
" CUSTOMER ENQUIRIES 01424 755755 
(For readers in the UK and Republic of Ireland.) 


___ Editorial and distribution offices 
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it _ Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
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: It was the morning after the hurricane. The 
Warden was out with Rollo, surveying the 
damage done to the Park, when suddenly a 
large tree began to topple over. 


The two of them continued along the path. 
After a few minutes Rollo smelt something. 
He ran to a clump of trees and began to bark 
loudly. “What is it now, Rollo?” asked the 
Warden grumpily, as he caught up. 


Meanwhile, in his sett, Hurkel had just 
woken up from a deep sleep. He stumbled 

j outside to find the floor littered with broken 
tree branches and Plucky and Dash running 
towards him at a great pace. 


p 


“Look out,” cried the Warden as it narrowly 
missed Rollo, “you stupid dog!” But Rollo just 
sat there with a lopsided grin on his face and 
his tongue hanging out. 


When he got closer, the Warden realized that 
Rollo had found an injured badger. It was 
Shadow. “I can’t feel anything broken,” he 
said, bending down to pick her up. “Still, I’d 
better get her back to the cottage.” P 


“Oh dear, what a mess!” exclaimed Hurkel. 
“What happened?” “You know, the hurricane,” 
replied Plucky. But Hurkel had no idea what 
he was talking about. “Hurricane? | must 
have slept through it,” he yawned. 


Hurkel was about to explain the dream he had 
had last night when Plucky interrupted him. 
“Did Shadow get to you alright?” he asked. 
Hurkel shook his head. “But she came out 

in the hurricane to find you,” said Plucky. 


Near the woods, Fox and some of the other 
Park members were counting the number 
of animals killed in the hurricane. “Not too 
many casualties,” barked Ranger, “very good 
all in all, unless you’re a squirrel.” 


Before Hurkel could say anything else, there 

was a loud groan from the woods. The animals 
pricked up their ears. “Spread out everyone,” 
ordered Fox. “Plucky, Ranger, you come with 

me. I want to see what that noise is.” 


Hurkel immediately began to panic. Dash 
tried to calm him down. “Perhaps she took 


shelter somewhere,” she said, brightly. But it 


did not work. Hurkel ran off into the bushes, 
frantically calling Shadow’s name. 


Just then, however, Hurkel came running 
towards them, closely followed by Plucky. 
“Is Shadow here? My lovely Shadow?” he 
cried, distraught. Ranger shook his head. 
“No, I haven’t seen her,” he replied, sadly. 


The foxes quickly headed off into the forest in 
the direction of the noise. They hadn’t gone far 
when they found Trey pinned down by a fallen 
oak tree. “Look who it is!” laughed Plucky. 
“Well, at least the hurricane did some good!” 


“You'll never know who'll be leader of the herd 
after you,” sneered one of the stags, called Butch. 
“Tl be leader,” roared his companion, Jeff. At 
that moment, however, a third stag appeared. 

It was Laird, grandson of the Great White Stag. 


“Clear off, you insolent fox,” gasped Trey. “I 
won't let you watch me die like this.” “I’m 
sorry, Trey,” replied Fox as two more stags 
appeared behind him, “you've been vile to 
us but I wouldn’t have wished this on you.” 


Laird agreed it was a good idea but the other 
two stags were not interested. “Let him rot!” 
sneered Jeff. So Laird prepared to charge at 
the trunk on his own. After several attempts, 
he managed to roll it off. 


“Excuse me,” said Fox, looking over at the 
majestic young animal who was standing 
next to Trey, “he doesn’t have to die. If you 
three big stags got your antlers under that 
tree trunk you might be able to move it.” 


Trey managed to stagger to his feet and tried “Well Laird,” said Fox, “it looks like you're 


to lock antlers with Laird. But it was no use _ the new leader of the herd.” Laird shook his 
— he was much too weak. Defeated, he limped head. “Not yet,” he said, grimly. “Ill have to 
off into the forest. fight the other stags first.” 


Next week: Going home. 
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RAINFOREST DESTRUCTION 
The cutting down of ‘New Guinéa’s'rainforests i isa: 
major threat-to birds Of paradise: Withoutthe forests, 


6GHi there! This is Blue bird of paradise from the many species will be unable to survive. Some, such’ 
depths of the New Guinea rainforest. I'm proud as the. Blue bird of paradise, are alréady-in danger ot 
‘ extinction. As the forest disappears, the birds are having 
to say | belong to one of the most beautiful to compete with each other for food and nest'sités. 


groups of birds on Earth. There are over 
“40 members of my family and we nearly 


] Local tribesmen in New Guinea consider feathers from 


all live in rainforests on the island of birds of paradise to be highly valuable and use them 
. . to decorate their headdresses. The headdresses are 
New Guinea, north of Australia. A few worn at ceremonial gatherings and used in tribal 
of us also live on small islands off the coast dances known as ‘Sing Sings’. 


of New Guinea and you can find two more species 
in Australia. Male family members, like myself, 


often have such dazzling and complicated plumages BOWER BUILDING 
oar peppe . . ‘ | We birds of paradise might be famous for our using a paste of chewed fruit or charcoal and a 
(feathers) it's difficult to believe without seeing beautiful plumage but our relatives, the bowerbirds, ‘paintbrush’ made of a wad of plant fibre which he 
us. When early scientists in the western world first | have a different claim to fame. The males build holds in his bill. He also decorates his bower with 
. strange structures called bowers out of twigs and feathers, flowers and any unusual objects he can get 
heard of US, they thought that no birds so beautiful grasses. Eighteen species of bowerbird are found in hold of, such as bottle tops and paper. He’s very 
could possibly live on Earth. They imagined we had abl New rus and each makes its own _— choosy though - he will only use objects that are 
a style of bower. This Satin bowerbird from eastern coloured blue! The bowers are not nests but display 
flown straight down from the heavens and they Australia builds a neat avenue of woven twigs, grounds. A male visits his bower frequently, dancing 
named us birds of paradise!99 which stick up on either side to make two walls. and calling to attract females. And you thought we 
Sometimes he paints the walls of his bower black, birds of paradise were a bit weird! 


This King bird of paradise is my 
smallest relation. Its body (not 
including its extended tail feathers) 
is 16cm long - about the size of a 
sparrow. Some species, however, 
such as the Greater bird of paradise, 
are almost three times that size and 
are about as big as crows. The 
larger birds have strong beaks 

and feet. They use their beaks to 
crack open hard-shelled fruits 
which they enjoy eating, but will 
sometimes also feed on softer 
berries and insects. True to form, 
this male King bird of paradise is 
brilliantly coloured. He has two 
wire-like shafts which extend from 
his tail and end in shiny discs. He 
uses these, and his wing feathers 
which he can open out into a fan, 
during courtship displays. 


All About... x 


Courting 


66You may be wondering by now why 
we birds of paradise have quite such 
spectacular feathers. Well, we need 
them to impress females! We use our 
feathers in elaborate courtship displays ve 
to help us win a mate. However, unlike ; 
most other types of birds, we usually 
do not form pairs when we breed. 
Instead, after mating, we males leave 
it to the dull-coloured females to 
ra e ir + 


We birds of paradise court in different ways. Some of _ to flap their wings and shake their plumes while ; 
us display high up in the trees, while others choose the hanging upside down in the trees. They also make a 
forest floor. And while some species always display in loud buzzing noise. Each male is trying to prove that 


groups, others prefer to do their courting alone. We he is the strongest, while at the same time, trying 
also use different parts of our plumage depending on to attract a female. If a female arrives, the displays 
the species. Some of us make the most of our long become even more intense as the males compete for 
tails, while others show their throat shields or jong her attention. First the female sits quietly watching. 
head feathers. These male Raggiana birds of paradise Then she’ll choose the male with the finest plumage 
have thick, silky bands of orange feathers covering and the best display, moving closer to him and 


their backs and tails. Several of them gather together pecking at him. The male will continue his dance 
in a place in the forest known as a lek. Here they begin _ for a littie longer and then mate with her. 


NEXT-DOOR NEIGHBOUR 
As well as many species 

of birds of paradise and 
bowerbirds, New Guinea 

is home to an enormous 
number of other amazing 
birds. There are giant 
crowned pigeons, colourful 
fruit pigeons and many 
types of parrot. In fact, 
New Guinea has over 700 
species of bird, the same 
as neighbouring Australia 
which is almost ten times 
larger! One reason is that 
much of New Guinea is still 
covered in lush rainforests 
and the forests produce 
lots of seeds and fruits 
which can support a huge 
population of birds. The 
Rainbow lorikeet is just 
one of 21 species ina 
colourful group of small 
parrots found here. It lives 
in noisy flocks, high in the 
trees where it feeds on soft 
fruits, insects and nectar. 
Every evening, the birds 
gather in their thousands 
to roost (rest). 


After mating, most female birds of paradise disappear 
into the forest alone to build a nest and lay one or 
two eggs. This Crested bird of paradise is looking 
after her young chick. Her dull colours allow her to 

be well camouflaged among the greens and browns 
of the forest, keeping her chick safe from harm. The 
males never come near. They are so brightly-coloured 
that they could easily lead predators to the young. 
However, in a few species of birds of paradise, called 
manucodes, the males, too, have dull feathers and 
these birds raise their families together. 


Nakina! 


FEATHER FIND 

The Ribbon-tailed bird of paradise wasn’t known 
to the western world until 1939. lt was discovered 
when a pair of strange metre-long tail feathers, 
not belonging to any known species, were found 
in a New Guinea tribesman’s headdress. 
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laird 


With his promise of friendship, the animals 
in White Deer Park hope that Laird will 
follow in the footsteps of his grandfather, 
the Great White Stag. But will Laird be 
able to prove himself against the other 
stags to become leader of the herd? 
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_ rainforests of 
Guinea;,.I’d have a word® 
to one of the inhabitan 
snake there who calls itS¢ 
adder and even thought, 
like 'me, it isn’t really an addéfat) 
_ khope the other animals that livg c 
a this rainforest haven't been fooled by. “Guinea 
this imposter. Many of-the creatu BS pol “Aus 
Papua New Guinea are quite. f f 
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Measuring up to 2m in 
height, the Southern - 
cassowary is the largest 
land-living animal in 
Papua New Guinea. 
It cannot fly, but runs 
quickly through the 
undergrowth, protected 
from sharp branches by 
a horny growth on the 
top of its head, called a 
casque. Animals and even 
humans should avoid being 
kicked by this bird - the 
sharp claw on its inside toe 
is a deadly weapon. 


Salvadori’s monitor lizard is 

the longest lizard in the world, 
measuring up to 5m from head 

to tail. It is a good climber and 

is often found in rainforest trees. 
Its name in the local language 

of Papua New Guinea is ‘puk puk 
bilong tri’, which means ‘crocodile 
that lives in trees’. 


Most people think of kangaroos hopping 
along on the ground, but Papua New Guinea 
has species, such as this Goodfellow’s tree 
kangaroo, that have adapted to living in the 
trees. Here, they can find a better supply 

of fruit and leaves to feed on. 


You should be able to spot five 
Hercules moth caterpillars in the 
damp and misty rainforest. 


Quolls are sometimes known as Weve 
marsupial cats, although they are not cats 

at all! They can be found on the rainforest 

floor in Papua New Guinea, where they will 

attack prey much larger than themselves. 

Birds, reptiles, small mammals and insects 

are no match for the sharp teeth of these 
aggressive hunters. 


There are many amazing 
creatures in Papua New 
Guinea, including this brightly 
coloured Hercules moth 
caterpillar. As an adult, it 

is one of the largest moths in 
the world and its wings cover 
an area of over 250cm sq. 


The crown of 
feathers on its 
head make the 
Victoria crowned 
pigeon a very 
attractive bird. It is also 
one of the world’s largest 
pigeons. Unfortunately, 
it is hunted by humans and 
populations have declined 
rapidly in the lowland 
forests where it mostly lives. 
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FABULOUS FRUIT , 


FARAWAY FRUIT 

Look out for unusual fruits and where they 
come from the next time you go to a big 
supermarket. Here are some you may spot. 


| like to eat fruit that grows wild 
on trees and bushes, but I’m 
not so sure about some of the 
strange fruits you humans eat. 
I don’t recognize a lot of them, 
but that’s not surprising as much 
of the fruit that people buy is flown in 
from all corners of the world. 


FRUITY BADGE CLIPS 


Make these bright fruit badges for your 
clothes, shoes and even your sunglasses! 


You will need: 

thick card, felt-tip pens or paint, PVA glue 
and glue brush, paper-clips or clip-on 
earring fixings, tape, scissors, newspaper. 


Ly PHYSALIS [oR 
B CAPE GOOSEBERRY] 
4 Copy these fruit shapes on to FROM COLOMB,,4 
card. Colour them brightly with 


paint or felt-tip pens. 


Some fruits come from more than one 
place so you may find different country 
labels in the supermarket to the ones 


2 Cut out the shapes and lay walhavexchosen 


them face up on a piece of 
newspaper. Spread a thin layer 
of glue all over them with a 
brush. Leave them to dry 


Although they can grow to more than 
30cm in length, the thin bodies of stick 
insects are hard to spot as they lie 
camouflaged under twigs 

and leaves. If, however, 

they are seen by a — 3 ee 
predator, they can a : 

sometimes escape by aS / 
losing a leg and j f 
growing a new 
one later. 


thoroughly. They will go shiny. 


3 Tape a paper-clip or glue 
a clip-on earring fixing to the 
back of each bacige. Then 
clip them on to your 
clothes or glasses. 


a Cut round two 
corners of the backing 
card as shown to make 
\ -. it curved. Using the card 


as a template, cut out a 

WELCOM e! Ly matching piece of blue 

felt and glue it on to the 

In the USA, particularly in New England on the east card. Leave it to dry. 
coast, the pineapple is seen as a welcome sign. Many Ty 4/ 
New England homes have pineapple symbols 


displayed near the entrance to greet their guests. 
Here’s one you can make to hang on a doorknob. 


You will need: 
large piece of blue felt at least 30cm x 20cm, piece 
of card 30cm x 20cm, green, yellow and black felt 
squares, sequins, two lengths of ribbon - each about 

30cm long, glue and glue brush, scissors. 


2 Cut out a 
pineapple shape, 
about 12cm high, from 
the yellow felt and a 
leafy top from the green 
felt. Glue the pineapple 
and leafy top to the 
blue felt and stick on 
oe : 
3 Tie one of the lengths of ae go Ss Sante nm 
ribbon into a bow and glue it ° 
underneath the pineapple. 


FRUITY BANDANA 


Wear this bright bandana round your head or wrist 
or wind it round a hat. You might want to practise 
making the fruit shapes on some scrap paper 
before you start using the fabric. 


You will need: piece of plain cotton fabric 
80cm x 80cm (get an adult to cut the edges with 
pinking shears to stop them from fraying), fabric 
paints in bright colours, flour and water mixed to 
a thin paste, empty plastic washing-up liquid 
bottle, funnel, plastic bin-liner. 


i | Cover your 
work area with 
a bin-liner and 
spread out the 
Niece of fabric. 


4@ Then cut out 
letters to spell the word 

] ‘welcome’ from the black 
felt square and glue them 
above the pineapple. 


eee 
Weasel’s Easel 
\f you haven't 
y felt, why 


=e 
2 Put the flour and 
water mixture into the 
washing-up liquid bottle 


§ turn the card 


ot an ‘ over. Glue the second 
not try using length of ribbon on by unscrewing the top 
\ coloured paper to the back to make and pouring it in through 
a loop that you can a funnel. Screw the top 
hang on a doorknob. back on afterwards. 


| 40 make your 
welcome sign. 


L 


_ of the fruit by squeezing 


(SID + 
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off the paste with 
your fingers. 
Look at the 
fabric paint 
instructions to 
see if you need 

; to get an adult to 


/ 


Never use a food 
processor or 
liquidizer without 
an adult's help. 


MANGO ICE-CREAM 


This delicious, exotic fruit-flavoured ice-cream 
serves four people. It takes about twenty 
minutes to make and four hours to freeze. 


You will need: 

2 x 225g tins of sliced mango, 40g sieved icing G Ga 

sugar, 300m! whipped double cream, two = 
stiffly-beaten egg whites (whisk them until they a 


make peaks), plastic bowl, spoons, knife, food Gh | 


processor or liquidizer, freezer compartment. 


| Drain the juice from the mango slices and 
get an adult to help you put them in the food 
processor or liquidizer. Add the icing sugar 
and mix it into a purée (a runny mixture with 
no lumps). 


2 Tip the purée into a bowl and mix in the 

cream. Fold (gently stir) in the beaten egg whites 
and put the ice-cream in a freezer compartment 
for at least four hours before you eat it. 


3 Draw the outlines 


the paste carefully on 
to the fabric. Below 
are some shapes to 
help you. 


o 4 Leave the paste to 
% oy (a) dry thoroughly overnight. 
(0) fey Then, using fabric paints, 
0 colour in between the lines . 
o of paste to decorate the 
re) o fruit brightly. = 


paint is dry, pick 


a iron the fabric 
before you finish. 
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RIVER QUIZ 


The Mississippi is 

a river in America. 
Can you draw a line 
from the rivers to the 


a 


Hurkel woke up in the morning with a start. “Alligators,” replied Hurkel, “big, strong alligators 

“Shadow!” he called, “I’ve had such a strange with huge mouths and large teeth.” countries? You could 
dream. | dreamt | sailed down the mighty “Och, well, that’s understandable then,” said look the rivers up in 
Mississippi river on a paddleboat powered by Shadow, glad she hadn't had the dream. an atlas if you get 
steam! And even stranger, | was gambling with “The alligators got nasty and started snapping at really stuck! 
cards — me! Can you imagine?” me,” continued Hurkel. “That’s when | decided to 

“Och, no!” exclaimed Shadow in disbelief. go for a swim in the river. The last | remember of 
“What happened?” my dream is floating downstream.” 


“| kept on winning,” said Hurkel, “and everyone Shadow thought about this for a minute and i 
else was getting cross. So in the end, | had to then said, brightly, “Well, who knows what would AS 
pretend to lose.” have happened to you then. It’s a good hing <= 


“You're a coward, having to lose because you you woke up!” 
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couldn't face all the others. Who were you See Pity ih pide ioe 
playing against?” ogo eas . K : uaaese se ies ate! 
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If you look: closely at this 
paddleboat you.will see 
that bits of it ate made fror 
everyday things.-How many 
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of them canvyou recognize ra \ 
and what are they? 5 poe ¢ 
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crossword. Everything you need 
/ to help you is in the Story and 
Q@o ™“ a the picture. 


Clues 

1/What game was being played 
on the boat? 

2 What kind of boat was it? 

3 A.word for ‘drift on the 

g& surface of.the water’. 

€ 4.What are-swimming in the river? 

@e 5 Who else’was on the boat 


}p 
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= ay 
sons.) 


with Hurkel? 
6 Who is listening to the story? 
y - 7 How-is.the boat powered? 
~ IDENTICAL FISH 8 At first, did the alligators 
Look-at the brightly-coloured shoal of } win or lose? 
fish. Which ones are the same? ‘ 9 Who was havingsthe dream? 


Puzzle it out PRA 


FRUIT MACHINE 

On this fruit machine, each fruit is worth 
a different number of points. When the 
numbers are added up, across and down, 
you come to the totals at the side and at 


REVEAL THE CARD 


This trick is really easy, but your friends will be 
amazed when you show it to them. All you need 
is a pack of cards! 


@ Shuffle the cards, 

then ask one of your 
friends to take a card 
out of the pack. 


@ While he or she shows the 
card to everyone except you, 
quickly slip the top card to the 
bottom of the pack, making sure 
that it faces upwards. 


the bottom. Can you work out how 
much each fruit is worth and which 


one is missing? 


3 Turn over the pack. Because 
the top card in the pack is now 
face down, everyone will believe 
that all the cards in the pack are 
face down, too! 


Maké sure 
you practise 
moving the Tep card 
to the bottom of 
the pack quickly 
SO NO one 
notices. 


SNAPPING ALLIGATOR 


Bring the Mississippi river to life with this 
snapping alligator! 


You will need: 
tracing paper, pencil, card, two paper 
fasteners, felt-tips or paints, scissors. 


4 Trace the alligator’s body, jaw and tail 
on to card, including the black dots. Cut 
the pieces out. 


@ Ask an adult to help you pierce holes 
at the dots using the point of a pair of 
scissors. Then colour in all the pieces. 


on the alligator’s jaw and tail and attach 
them to the body as shown. Open out the 
paper fasteners, making sure that the jaws 


snap and the tail wiggles. 
aU ASS 


@ Ask your friend 
to put his or her card 
back in the pack, 
face down. 


3 Push paper fasteners through the holes Y, 
( 
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6 Keeping them face 
down, start fanning 


the cards out. The aNSivauis IEERNSHE? 
selected card will be eipuysSGtEs, Aubutiacyelnte 
revealed face upwards, 2oueLy/2uIas pue|Sug/saweyy 
to everyone's Surprise. ZINO waAr 
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$ Now quickly slip 
the top card to the 
bottom of the pack 
while turning over the 
pack. All your cards 
will now be face 
down again except 
for the card your 
friend selected. 
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